Testinony of Earl Anthony Wayne to be
Assi stant Secretary of State for Econom c and
Busi ness Affairs
Before the Senate Foreign Relations Commttee

M. Chairman and Menbers of the Commttee, it
I's an honor to appear before you as the President's
nom nee for the position of Assistant Secretary of
State for Econom c and Business affairs. | deeply
appreci ate the support of Secretary of State
Al bright for ny nom nation.

| have been a career nenber of the Foreign
Service since 1975. | have had the honor of
serving this great nation in a variety of
positions, including as a China analyst, an officer
at our enbassies in Mdirocco and France, a speci al
assistant to two Secretaries of State, and a
director in our counter-terrorismoffice. | also
enj oyed two broadeni ng assi gnnments: a year of
publ i c managenent training at Harvard University
and two years as a correspondent for The Christian

Sci ence Mbonitor.



In the | ast decade, | worked at the Nati onal
Security Council as Director for Wstern Europe and
served for three years as Deputy Chief of M ssion
at the U S Mssion to the European Comruniti es,
where | had the privilege of working for Stuart
Ei zenstat. |In Brussels, | worked on a wi de range
of economc issues fromagricultural trade to
el ectroni ¢ commerce, audi ovi sual services and
bi ot echnol ogy. During this period, we |aunched the
New Transat| antic Agenda for nmanaging U S. -EU
rel ations, established a very successful private-
publ i c exchange: the Transatlantic Busi ness
D al ogue, and the GATT Round was conpl et ed.

Since 1996, | have served as Deputy Assi stant
Secretary of State for Europe. For the first two
years, ny responsibilities included overseeing U S-
Canada rel ations, which allowed ne to appreciate
the intensity of commercial relations across our
northern border. U S -EU relations continue to be

central to ny portfolio. Over the |ast several



years, | have worked on initiatives to resolve
differences with the Europeans on a range of trade
and non-trade issues, as well as build cooperation
t hrough, for exanple, the first ever U S. -EU Mit ual
Recogni tion Agreenents, and on such issues as

Sout heast Europe, European Defense and Security

I dentify, and non-proliferation.

Let me now take a nonent to outline sone of the
priorities | would intend to pursue if you and your
col | eagues confirmne as Assistant Secretary of
State. First, | take the responsibility of
pronoting U S. business and agricultural interests
very seriously. | amcommitted to hel ping Anerican
busi ness and farners receive fair treatnent in the
I nternational marketplace. This will be one of ny
top priorities.

Second, continued expansion of global trade and
I nvestnent is very inportant for Anerica's
prosperity. Keeping world markets open and tearing

down barriers to U S. exports, as we are doing with



China, are critical priorities. | wll work hard
to advance these goal s.

Third, ensuring a sustained recovery fromthe
gl obal financial crisis in 1997 is also a priority.
W nust draw | essons fromthat crisis to inprove
our response capabilities and enhance the ability
of devel opi ng countries to weat her such shocks.

Fourth, | look forward to working within the
Adm ni stration and with Congress to ensure a conmmon
sense, bal anced approach to sanctions policy, which
wei ghs the costs and benefits of potential neasures
and which provides the flexibility needed for
sanctions to be an effective tool of foreign
pol i cy.

Fifth, we can continue to build integrity into
the international economc system Ratification
and effective inplenentation of the CECD Anti -

Bri bery Convention is one of our top priorities,

for exanpl e.



Sixth, liberalization of the world's
transportati on and conmuni cati on sectors i s needed
to help realize the potential unleashed by the
i nformation society revolution. The 43 "open
ski es" aviation agreenments concluded in recent
years have benefited U S. airlines, conmunities,
the traveling public and exporters, for exanple. |
will work to expand on this record.

M. Chairman, our econony and our prosperity
are increasingly intertwwned wwth the rest of the
world. The role of the State Departnent and our
enbassies i1s increasingly inportant as we seek to
under stand and shape t hese devel opnents and to
pronote Anerica's interests. It will be a great
honor to work with the nmen and wonen of the Bureau
of Econom c and Business Affairs in this effort.

M. Chairman, thank you for this opportunity to
appear before this Commttee. | look forward to

your questions. Wth your approval, | hope to



continue to work wth you and nenbers of the

Committee on these and ot her inportant issues.



